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Course Description 
 
This Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition course is designed to engage students in literary analysis 
and dialogue as specified in the AP English Course Description.  Students will read and write about literature of various 
genres and of various time periods.  As this course is designed for seniors, the literary selections center around the theme 
of “Changes and Choices,” a theme relevant at this point in a young adult’s life.  It should be noted that we must also 
adhere to the Common Core Georgia Performance Standards for English Language Arts 12 and incorporate the 
appropriate material and objectives specified by those standards.  As a result, material contained herein is merely 
representative and changes to fit the needs of the students and the goals of the course.   
 
This course, being designed as a beginning college level course, requires hard work and a commitment to learning.  It is 
expected that each student will actively participate in the class and demonstrate his/her eagerness to learn.  I look 
forward to a rewarding year of study for all of us in the class. 
 

Units of Study 
 
Each of the following units is structured in much the same way.  With the exception of the first and last unit, each unit 
lasts approximately 5 weeks.  Selections listed in this outline are representative and may change based on the 
understanding, skills, and tenacity of the students in the class.  As I evaluate student needs, I may add, subtract, or 
replace selections.   
 
All of the units include poetry, short stories, novels, lyrics, and visual texts that share the themes and motifs of the units.  
All units contain multiple writing assignments, both formal and informal.  Literary analysis and research are key 
components in each of the units.  Finally, reading is vital.  The intensity and the variety of the units allows for in-depth 
study as well as multiple opportunities for success. 
 

Unit I – Reading, Research, and Writing…or, 
        What Was I Thinking When I Scheduled This Course? 

Reading –  
Discuss the process of active reading 
Introduce the Literary Analysis form 
PowerPoint presentation on the Literary Analysis  
Review literary terms – The Ultimate Collection 

  Research –  
Review MLA citations and formats 
Assign authors to research 
Research in Media Center 

  Writing –  
Write first essay – informative – critical 

perspectives found on assigned authors 
 

Unit II – I Need a Hero 
Types of Heroes 
Characteristics of Heroes 
Literary Selections 

 
Unit III – I Should Have Chosen Door #3 

Characterization 
Methods of characterization 
Character Analyses 
Literary Selections 
 

Unit IV – I Did It My Way…And So Should You 
Themes and Motifs 

          Universal representations and common themes  
          Literary Selections 
 
Unit V – Lost in a Dream: What Happened To The Wind      
       Beneath My Wings? 

Imagery 
Means of Creating Imagery 
Literary Devices 

          Literary Selections 
 
Unit VI – Right or Wrong – You Decide 

Putting elements together 
Frame stories 

          Literary Selections 
 
Unit VII – Making a Change, Starting With Me 

Making Reading “Real World” 
Lessons from Literature 

          Literary Selections 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Assignments and Evaluations 



 
Obviously, reading and writing are the basic elements of the class.  In support of those, we will have tests, quick writes, 
projects, etc.  The guidelines below will help you to do your very best and make the most of your assignments.   
 

Reading 
 
You cannot expect to do well in this class without reading every assignment and reading with care.  You can expect to be 
reading every day, both in and out of class.  Failure to keep up with the material assigned will seriously affect your ability 
to succeed.  You annotation skills, the literary analysis forms, and read and respond journals will help you read actively, 
but must be used regularly in order to be effective.   
 
It is your responsibility to manage your time well so that you will not miss out on any learning opportunities.  This also 
includes your commitment to attendance.  Each day that you miss class means that you miss important discussion or 
writing opportunities.  It is in your best interest to make every attempt to be in class. 
 

Writing 
 
You will be writing and writing often.  You will write both informally and formally.  Informal writing will include 
reading journals and quick writes.  Formal writing will include critical essays, evaluations, and your research paper.  The 
specific requirements for each are summarized below.   
 

Informal 

 
This is the writing that will appear in your reading journal as well as the timed writing and quick writes that you 
will do throughout the year.   
 
Your reading journal is ongoing and must be kept up to date as you read.  It is an expression of your personal 
reaction to the literature that you read.  It must be neatly written and kept in a journal or composition book.  
Please do not use a spiral notebook, as pages can be easily removed.  These will be checked randomly; therefore 
you must bring it to class every day. 
 
Quick writes and timed writings are done in class.  They are to be written neatly on college rule paper – without 
the messy tear-out from the spiral notebook (if that is what you use, tear it off before handing in the 
paper…PLEASE!!).  Either pen or pencil is acceptable but must be blue or black only.  Mistakes should be 
corrected neatly with either correction material or a simple line through the error.  The heading should be in MLA 
format and appear in the upper left margin of the paper: 
  

Your name     ***This heading should appear on all assignments for this class*** 
 Mrs. L. Corbin 
 AP Lit and Comp 
 Date (5 August 2013) 
 
Formal  

 
This category includes your critical essays and research paper.  Whether you are turning in a draft or final copy, 
the paper must be typed in MLA format.  I would suggest that each of you have a USB drive so that your work 
may be saved for easy revision.   
 

All papers are due at the beginning of class on the due date.  You have the option of turning 

in a hard copy or sending it via email, but time is of the essence in order to receive full 

credit.  Papers turned in after the start of class but before 3pm on the due date will be 

docked 10%.  Late papers beyond the due date are generally not accepted.   

 
Again, I must stress the importance of time management.  It is often the greatest contributor to low grades.    

 
 



Tests and Quizzes 
 
Even though you will be writing about each literary selection, you will still be given subjective tests.  There will be three 
types of tests in this class.   
 
You will be quizzed on basic comprehension of the text.  These will be unannounced quizzes that occur at the beginning 
of the class and will cover the reading assignment for the day.  If you are late to class, you may not take the quiz. Excused 
absences will allow you a make up assignment for quizzes missed. 
 
The second type of test is the selection test.  This will be a test that covers the selection (in cases such as poetry, it may be 
several selections), its literary qualities, literary elements, and literary contributions. This material will come from reading 
and class discussion.  
 
The third type of test is the unit test.  This will encompass an entire unit of study.  The test will focus primarily on the 
impact of the literature in the unit, the varying styles and structures used by the writers, and how the literature reflects 
the theme of the unit.     
 

Class Expectations: 
 

As with all classes at CHS, there is a high level of expectation for student performance and behavior.  These must become 
habitual and so that we may make the most of the instructional time allotted.  The following is a list of expectations for a 
successful year.  

 Successful students will come to class prepared to participate in the learning activities.  
 Successful students will demonstrate accountability by listening closely in class.  
 All final drafts of major written assignments are to be typed or word-processed and must adhere to the 

essay format (MLA) unless otherwise specified.  
 Cheating and plagiarism on schoolwork will result in a zero on the assignment and could result in 

suspension.  

 All students will remain in their seats until the class is dismissed.  
 Students are not allowed to bring food, drinks (except water) into the classroom.  
 An atmosphere of tolerance and understanding is necessary in a class involving active interaction; therefore 

cruelty, harassment, excessive teasing, discrimination, and intimidation cannot exist in this classroom. Foul 
language, derogatory remarks, and disrespect toward classmates, teachers, and school staff will not be 
tolerated.  
 

*****AII assignments are due on the deadline date, even if absent, unless other arrangements 
have been made in advance. (This is for assignments given more than one week in advance.) If a 
problem occurs, notification should be made via email as soon as possible. In the case of printer 
problems, students should use email to submit assignments. ***** 

Classroom Rules: 
 

These are simple. By following these rules, class will run smoothly and effectively. 
 

 Tardy – Central High School has a “closed door” policy. If you are not in the room when the bell rings and the door is 

closed, you will face discipline consequences. 

 Absences - Attendance and active participation in class is important to the continuity of the learning 
experience, therefore students are expected to be present. If at all possible, work should be completed and 
submitted before the date of any pre-approved absence. All other absences will require attendance in ILT to 
make up assignments and seat time. It is the student's responsibility to attend ILT the first available session 
after the absence or make arrangements otherwise. 

 Classroom Behavior - Classroom disruption will not be tolerated. Students are expected to be in class on 
time, be prepared to learn, and be respectful of those around them. Parent contact and/or referral will follow 
any disruption. 
 
 
 

http://myschoolonline.com/folder/0,1872,10186-142069-11-5399,00.html
http://myschoolonline.com/folder/0,1872,10186-142069-11-5399,00.html


Grading Policy: 
 

Due to the nature of the work in this class, all assignments are weighted, not by category, but by value to the course.  Each assignment 

is given an appropriate number of points.  At grade report time, all points are totaled and divided by the total possible points for the 

class to that point.  This is converted to a percentage which equals the class grade. On all grade reports generated from this class, the 

percentage score for each assignment is calculated and indicated on the report. At the end of the semester, these earned points are 85% 

of the grade and the final exam is worth 15% of the grade. 

 

EVALUATION OF WRITING ON A 9-POINT SCALE  

For the AP English Language and Composition Exam, essay readers evaluate essays on a 9-point scale: 8-9 for an effective 

essay, 6-7 for an adequate essay, 5 for a limited or inconsistent essay, 3-4 for an inadequate essay, 1-2 for an insufficient or 

inappropriate essay, and 0 for an off-topic response or blank response.  

 

In our class, a 9-point evaluation scale will also be used. The 9-points will have the following grade equivalents for in-class, 

timed writing assignments: 9=99% A, 8=93% A, 7=89% B, 6=83% B, 5=85% B, 4=79% C, 3=73% C, 2=69% F, 1=63% F, and 

0=0% F.  

 

***Please note the following with regard to assignments: 

 

 Late Work: 

o Late work in this class is not acceptable; that is the extent of explanation on this subject.  If an emergency 

arises, please notify me as soon as possible. 

 

 Make Up Policy: 

o It is the student’s responsibility to know what work has been missed.   

 Students may complete missed work only if the student attends the next ILT session to complete 

assignments and make up seat time.  Students who cannot make the next available ILT must make 

arrangements to attend another session.. 

 

 Extra Credit Policy: 

o True performance cannot be measured if excessive extra credit is made available; however, unforeseen 

circumstances can adversely affect an otherwise successful student.  For this reason, extra credit is available on 

an individual contractual basis.  It should be noted that extra credit is available only for those students who 

complete all required work.  It is not meant to replace the value of the learning experience gained from 

completing student assignments. 

 

Tutoring Schedule: 
 

The English department will provide tutoring and test preparation for all students on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.  

Transportation will be available on these days.  I will also be available by arrangement for my students who may need help. 

 

Materials needed for class: 
 

 Three ring binder 

 Four divider tabs 

o Warm Ups 

o SAT Vocabulary 

o Literary Terms and Analysis Forms 

o Returned Work and Tests 

 College ruled paper 

 Composition notebook (NO SPIRALS!!!) 

 Post-it notes for annotations 

 USB/Jump Drive – strongly recommended 

 

A Final Word: 
 
A syllabus is a projected plan for instruction for the semester. It is always possible that the contents may be changed 
during the semester based on instructional planning needs. Students and parents will be notified if any changes to this 
syllabus are required. 

 
Central High School: “Inspiring learners to grow in knowledge and integrity to meet the challenges of a changing world.” 

Bibb County School District: “Strength of Character and College Ready” 

Plagiarism Contract 



 
Plagiarism can be defined as submitting another person's ideas, words, images or data without giving that person 
credit or proper acknowledgement. Plagiarism, a form of academic dishonesty, is tantamount to stealing and will not 
be tolerated. In order to clarify what constitutes plagiarism, you should be aware that you have committed plagiarism 
when you: 

 use phrases quotes, or ideas not your own;  

 paraphrase the work of another even though you may have changed the wording or syntax;  

 use facts or data not considered common knowledge;  

 submit a paper written for another class (academic dishonesty);  

 submit a paper from an essay service or agency even though you may have paid for it (these papers are 
usually of low quality, so you probably did not get your money's worth);  

 submit a paper or any other type of work by another person even though he or she may have given you 
permission to use it.  

 give another student permission to use your work as their own. 

You should also note that plagiarism not only encompasses written work, but also computer data, research, musical 
scores, video programs and visual arts. 
Plagiarism is a serious issue, especially in an academic environment. Teachers must be able to rely on the integrity of a 
student's work in order to maintain a climate for successful learning. Plagiarism reflects on character; therefore, you 
should diligently avoid inadvertent plagiarism. When you are unsure if acknowledgement is needed, ask your teacher. 
The penalties for blatant plagiarism include loss of all credit for the assignment with no opportunity to rewrite. This 
may significantly lower your final grade. We will discuss methods for avoiding plagiarism as the school year 
progresses. 
I am aware of the serious nature of plagiarism and will not intentionally use or submit someone else's work without 
acknowledgement. Furthermore, I will not misrepresent someone else's work as my own. 

 
I have read the attached syllabus and plagiarism contract for my child’s AP Literature and 
Composition class and understand that the class will be conducted under these 
guidelines.  
 
Please print the following information:  
 
Student Name _________________________________________________________________________ID #_______________ 

  

Mother/Guardian Name ____________________________________________  Daytime Phone #________________________ 

 

Email Address_________________________________________________________Cell Phone #________________________ 

 

Father/Guardian Name _____________________________________________   Daytime Phone #________________________ 

 

Email Address_________________________________________________________ Cell Phone #________________________ 

 

We do _____ do not _____ have a computer at home.      We do _____ do not _____ have Internet Access.  
 

Please send me a copy of the:   Class Syllabus.   Yes_____  No_____      Plagiarism Contract    Yes_____   No_____ 
 

 

Parent/GuardianSignature__________________________________________________Date_________________ 
 
 
Student Signature_________________________________________________________Date_________________ 
 

 


